THE EMPIRE  OF  INDIA
qualify in large numbers for the Indian practice by being called to the English bar. But the influence of the European bar upon the legislative and judicial procedure of the country has been enormous, In the Viceroy's Council the legal portfolio has always been held by a barrister, and a large proportion of the High Court judges are barristers, selected for appointment generally in England but sometimes in India. With this support in official circles the profession has been able effectively to suggest elaborations in law and procedure which go beyond the needs of an Oriental country, and to oblige the courts to treat counsel with a deference which sometimes protracts inexcusably the course of litigation,
The five most prominent daily newspapers in India are in the hands of a European editorial staff. They appeal primarily to the official and non-official European community, but they have succeeded in attracting a large Indian clientele. For their news and for their articles they rely very greatly upon the assistance of certain of thek subscribers; they may lack the piquancy of modern journalism, but they are generally well-informed, well-written and reasonable in their views. Their attitude, as a rule, is in support of the Government, and differs widely from that of their early predecessors. Until half a century ago the British editors who were the pioneers of journalism in India not infrequently attacked the Government with the most venomous hostility; and up to 1822 the Government occasionally exercised the. power of summarily deporting its bitterest critics from the country. This power was relinquished by Lord William Bentinck, whose concession is not infrequently apostrophised as giving freedom to the Indian press. As a matter of fact, it only affected European journalists,
We have not yet referred to a class of Europeans,
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